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MY TESTIMONY

Carmen Chang

| praise the Lord for his unconditional love
and mercy. He has been my protector, support
and guidance every single day. The Lord is
guiding every step that | take, every decision that
| make. When | moved to New York in 1991
from Panama, my heart was saddened because |
was leaving close friends from church, my job,
my home; in general, | was leaving my comfort
zone. | was kind of scared with the move; | had
to look for a new job, make new friends, and start
all over again. My parents were already living in
New York and they were attending a Chinese
Baptist church in Brooklyn, so we continued
attending that church every Sunday. God gave

me an opportunity to serve Him in Sunday school.

| thought that my life was going pretty well at that
time. In 1994 my father passed away and my
mother got very sick. She spent almost two
weeks in the hospital. My brothers and | were
taking turns to go visit her in the hospital after
work and to make sure that she was doing well.
Life was not easy then, we lost our father, mom
was sick, work was not going well, struggling
economically; everything came at once. | cried
out to the Lord for help and understanding, and
the verse that came to my mind was Philippians
4:13 — “| can do everything through him who
gives me strength”. It is so true; God was giving
me strength to continue to be strong for my
mother and for my brothers. It was not an easy
task, but | would keep repeating myself over and
over — “God is my strength, he is with me”.

The Lord guided me through those tough

times, and now that | look back, | understand why.

God showed me that He is the one who was
controlling the situation, not me, and, at the same
time, He was teaching me to be strong in Him.
Even before | moved to Florida, | asked the Lord
to open the doors for me in finding a job in Florida
before quitting the one | had in New York. | did
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not want to move without a job because | did not
want to be a burden to my friend since she
opened her house for me to stay while | could
find my own place. The Lord heard my prayer
and granted me the petition. When | settled down
in Florida, | had a burden in my heart in finding a
Chinese church to attend. | prayed to God to
guide me in finding a Chinese church where |
could feel at home and to serve Him. Again, He
granted me the petition.

This summer, God gave me the opportunity
to attend Centrifuge with the teenagers and |
gained great experience working with the
teenagers. In August | was called to lead
Vacation Bible School. This was my first
experience in leading Vacation Bible School as a
director. | learned to be more patient, and
above all learned humility in serving Him.
Today, the Lord gives me the opportunity to
serve by teaching children from 4 — 7 years old
on Friday nights, and first and second grades in
Sunday school. God has been and is my
strength in every aspect of my life, as it is said in
Psalm 46:1 — “God is my refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble”.

Catherine Yeung

I grew up ina Christian family in a Baptist
church in Toronto, Canada. From the time I
was a child of three, I loved to tell people
about Jesus. T used to stand on top of the
coffee table in my living room at home and
preached (sorry, Pastor Linus!) to my family
about Jesus’ death and resurrection.
However, my theology was a little flawed back
then... okay, a lot flawed. My sermon went like

The Light of Coral Springs Page 10



this, "For God so loved the world.. and the
little bunny jumped back into the hole..” My
students, consisting of my mother,
grandparents and aunt were a rebellious bunch,
taking advantage of my fender inexperience
and one by one requested permission to go to
the bathroom until there was only one student
left: my aunt, who, in stitches claimed to be
the teacher's pet. I did not realize that even
then God was already preparing me for the
children’s ministry.

I grew up in the Lord, secure in His
salvation and served in our church like many of
our children, singing in the children's choir,
participating in musicals and VBS. It was at
one of the VBS events that I made my faith
public by answering the invitation to accept
Christ as my personal savior. All of these
experiences later became the fodder for many
of the programs and events we have today in
the Children's Ministry. I praise God for the
faithful brothers and sisters who served
faithfully to help plant the seed of the gospel
in me.

I continued in high school and moved to
Florida with my family. I considered many
career choices but did not consider ministry as
one of them. I always thought that ministry
was something I did on a volunteer basis
outside of work. But that was not God's
purpose for me.

I was working for a successful marketing
company when a larger firm purchased it. My
new employer was planning to close its offices
in South Florida. T was offered the choice to
move with the company or leave the company.
T struggled with the decision and asked for
counsel from some Christian friends. They
advised that I should develop my gift from God
for teaching and leave the company. The
Spirit weighed on my heart fo follow the

advice of my friends, and I bargained with God,

asking Him to give me the desires of my heart:
to taste the “glamour” of the corporate world
and that I would return and serve Him
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faithfully.

God gave into the ways of my sinful
heart - a heart that was promised to God, but
that served the desires of the world. In my
job, I had the opportunity to travel, to live in
some great places and to enjoy a lifestyle that
afforded my undisciplined habits. However, T
was not happy because I was not living a life
obedient to Christ. The "things" which God
granted fo me did not bring me joy because
they were outside of the context of my
fellowship with Christ. Those things only
showed me that I can not serve God and my
worldly self at the same time. I must “die" so
that Christ can live in me.

Eventually, God collected on our "bargain”
and led me home fo Coral Springs. I would
like to say that it is a fairytale ending, now I
have straightened my path: Satan flees from
me and my Lord and I walk hand in hand,
happily ever after; but such is not the life of a
believer. My life since has been an intertwining
of joy and brokenness as God continues to
prune me for His ministry and glory, stripping
me daily of my self-love and pride. Only after
experiencing brokenness can I experience the
true joy of His grace and blessing. Only when
I am broken and learn to lean on Him as Jacob
leaned on his staff (Heb. 11:21). And so here
I am, a creature who is still learning to be
docile, disciplined and domesticated. I am
finally content to do what my Creator has
purposed for me, and am striving to persevere
with the saints.

Today, my students still try to disappear
one by one to the bathroom, but I am prepared
for their tactics!

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself: it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you
are the branches. If a manremainsin me and
I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing” (John 15:4).
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Guidelines for articles

The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters o communicate
through written words. We therefore welcome your articles > including devotion >
sharing > testimony - daily thoughts - poems > and so on. In order fo encourage a
greater variety of contribution - please limit your article o 2 - 000 words or less.
The Light of Coral Springs will be published every subsequent odd month. Please submit
your article by the 15™ of the month before publication.

Please type your article on double-spaced pages. Attached as Microsoft Word files and
E-mail to sister Sandy Hsun at: sunflower3491@prodigy.net

The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish all articles.
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